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q One of the stated purposes of the American Academy of Pediatrics is to "estab- 
lish and maintain the highest possible standards for pediatric education, pedia- 
tric practice, and research. " The Academy has concerned itself with education 
of physicians in the past. It is now important that it state its position concern- 
ing the development of programs to train personnel other than physicians.* 

It believes that such personnel, working as members of a health team headed by 
a physician, can provide better child health care to more children than the phy- 
sician working alone. 

It has been common practice for many years for physicians to personally train 
the assistants who work in their offices. Such assisting personnel become ex- 
perienced in conducting many of the common and repetitive office tasks. They 
have often become trusted associates and considered necessary for the suc- 
cessful operation of the physicians office. 

In many but not all instances, these assistants have been registered nurses. 
These nurses and other allied health personnel have contributed significantly 
to the delivery of health care. 

As a result of their education and training, nurses have a knowledge about dis- 
ease and an understanding of interpersonal relationships. They have been in- 
doctrinated in matters related to professional ethics and have had training in 
therapeutic procedures. Nurses have found that the advantages of serving as 
physicians’ office associates include regular hours and job satisfaction in be- 
ing respected and important persons to the patients and the doctors. The ar- 
rangement of nurses serving as physicians' office associates has also been 



Pediatric Office Assistants are persons with formal training who, under supervision, carry out the 







ALLIED HEALTH WORKERS IN PEDIATRIC PRACTICE 



* An interminable and confusing number of definitions of nonphysician pediatric personnel has appeared 
in recent years. Recognizing an inability to perfectly define the divisions and distinction of persons 
sharing in the care of the child patient , personnel has been grouped by the American Academy of Pedi- 
atrics into three categories: Pediatric Nurse Associates, Pediatric Office Assistants, and Pediatric 
Aides (“office” is construed to ail nonhospital activity under general direction of physicians.). 



Pediatric Nurse Associates are colleague or companion practitioners with training sufficient to have 
the ability to share in the personal care of patients. 



Q'j delegated tasks of skills in which they are trained and certified. This will include some personal care. 



O The Licensed Practiced Nurse with special pediatric training will be included in this category. 



{*•* Pediatric Aides are defined as persons having little or no formal training who, under supervision, carry 

out defined routine tasks of a nonskilled nature. 
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